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Rural Sociology 
Pamphlet No. 42 
THE PROBIEM OF POPULATION ADJUSTIENTS 
in · 
Moody County 
W. F. Kumlien· · 
Howard M. Sauer 
c. Scandrette 
Nationality of Farm Household Heads 
in Moody County, 1938 
In order to understand the social interactions or any 
population ·group, one must know their· nationality 
background. Differences in :work c~stoms, educational 
traditions, recreational interests, neighborhood per-
sistence, religious beliefs, agricultural practices, 
thrift and frugality, ·progressive tendencies, and 
other activities and attitudes can be partially ex-
plained by variations ,in nationality background. 
Department or Rural Sociology 
July, 1941 
Agricultural Experiment Station or the South Dakota State College or 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts, Brookings, South Dakota 
EXPLANATORY NOTE 
During recent years the following significant changes have occurred in 
the composition and distribution of population in Moody county: the 
total population has declined; the proportion in the younger age grotp1 
has decreased while the proportion in the older age groups has in-
creased; the sex ratio has become more nearly equal; the percentage 
of foreign born has decreased; the birth rate has been sharply cur-
tailed; and tenancy has increased. Some of these changes have come 
about as adjustments to changing social and economic conditions. Be-
cause a lag always exists between a changing population pattern and 
long esto.blished social institutional patterns, it is no"ll recognized 
that some of these population changes call for widespread social rond-
justment. 
* * * * * * * * * * 
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The Problem of Population Adjust-
~onts in Moody County 
* * * * * * * 
Introductory Statement 
Final releases of the 1940 
census reveal the fact that only 
six states eXl)8rienced population 
decreases during the decade 1930-
1940. The location of these 
states is shown in Figure 1 . Ex-
cept for Vermont (which suffered 
a negligible loss of 380 persons) 
these states form a north-south 
band across centre.1 United States 
Figure 1. States Showing Decreased Population· 
in what is known as the Great 1--1 Decrease 
Plains aren . A region of relatively light rainfall even in normal times , it was 
hardest hit by the severe drouth of the 19301s . In each of the five states precip-
itation wes below the nonnal figure in at lenst seven of the ten years . 
South Dakota received only 82 percent normal _rainfall during this period--a 
figure lo,,er than that for nny of tho other Great Plains states • .. Precipitation was 
below normal in ecch of the ten yenrs, with the drouth tnking rank as tho most sev-
ere and prolonged since 1890, the year in which the ~oather records wore first kept . 
In 1934 when precipit&tion reached · an nll-time low of 13.2 inches for the stete , 
crop failure a.mounted to nearly 100 percent in over two-thirds of the counties . 
These conditions not only caused many 
families to leave the state but also 
Figure 2 . Gains or Losses in South Ddcotn's resulted in heavy relief loo.ds . Be--
Population by Counties, 1930-40 tween July, 1933 , and June , 1935 
l!IJ 20% - over 10. 0% -
t•:::4::1 15 . 0% - 19.9% f'ZZ} 5. 0% - 9.9% 
c::8l 0. 0% -4.9%CJ Increase 
South DcJcota led all other states in 
the percentoge of its population on 
Fodernl relief . * 
Popuu:.tion losses vnriod con-
siderebly nmong counties of the 
state , as shown in Figure 2 . Sixty 
of the 69 counties lost in popula-
tion, with losses rnnging from less 
than 2 percent to over 30 pcroent . 
In Moody county the population 
decline amounted to 2. 7 percent . It 
will be noted that the central and 
western counties (the Black Hills· 
area excluded) where the drought was 
most pronounced, suffered the heaviest losses . These sam0 counties had the highest 
per capita expenditures for relief . 
* Kumlien , W. F., A Graphic Summery of the 'Relief Situation .in South · Dakota. 
12lQ.-J:2.ll, Agricultural Experiment StD.tion Bulletin Number 310, South Dakota State 
College , BPOokings , South Dakota 
• 
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Figure 3. Farm Population Gains and Losses in Moody County by Townships, 
1930 - 1940 
Legend: c:::J Gain 
0.1 - 4.9 % 
(loss} 
. . . . . . . . . 
· :t-i.3 :: · . . . . . ' . . . 
5.0 - 9.9 'I, Bl 10_0 _ 14_9 i h~~~<m 15.0 - 19.9 i 
(loss) (loss) 
Source: Final releases of the 1940 census. 
During the period 1930-1940 Moody county had a 2.7 percent decrease in total pop-
ulation. This decrease wns due in pnrt to a declining birth rete and migration. As 
shown by Figure 3 the farm population losses were still greater, ranging from 1.3 per-
cent in Union township to 17.3 percent in Colman township. The losses were greatest 
in Riverview and Clare townships in the north, and the townships in the southern half" 
of the county. Two townships, Flandreau and Spring Creek ge.ined in farm popule. tion. 
· Table I shms the growth and decline of the populntion in Moody county from 
1890-1940. For thirty years, 1890-1900 there was n continuous increnso in population. 
One ton-year period, 1890-1900 showed a 40.1 percent increase . · Since 1920 there has 
been a gradual loss in populntion--1.4 percent in 1930 and 2.7 percent in 1940--re-
ducing it below thnt of 1920. 
Table r. Total Po pule. tion and Increase or Decrease by Decades, Moody County 
l~O - 19[:0 .• 
Jar 
T'o,tal Increase ercent 
PorpJption or Decrease Iggroa• Qt Jaorm.• - ... 9,341 -·262 .; 2. 7 19.30 9,603 - 139 - 1~4 
1920 9,742 1,047 12.0 
1910 8;695 369 4.4 1900 8,326 2,385 40.1 
l.89e 5i941 
$,urco: Reports or tlie ·United Stiites census Buroau. 
I 
- 3 -
Figure 4. Tenancy Rate in Moody County, by Townships, 1938 
Legend: 
. . . . . . .·~·-· . .------~ .. . . . . . . . . . . . 
·.~I-· •. , . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
' . . . . . . . . . . . . 
c:::J 40. 0 - 49. 9 % 
50.0 - 59.9 'I, 
45 • .3 
iAliianc~ 
46.J 
60. 0 - 69.9 % 
70. 0 - 79.9 'I, 
Source: Farm Security Records supplemented by other sources . 
A survey of Moody county made in 1938 showed that 59.6 percent of the 1,308 farm 
operators were renters . Figure 4 shows the variations in proportion of tenancy among 
the townships of the county in 1938. The percentage which renters were of all farm op-
erators ranged from 45 • .3 percent in Blinsmon township to 71 .3 percent in Egan township. 
In seven of the townships 65 percent or more or the operators were listed as tenants . 
Table II shows two important developments--a continuous increase in the tenancy 
rate from 16. 6 in 1890 to 58.2 percent in 1940, and the recent trend toward increased 
size of farm . The latter trend, although not so marked in Moody county as in other ccun-
ties of the state, appears to be desirable, as it indicates an essential adjustment to 
tl farm unit adequate for the support of a family. The increase in tenancy is not so 
sirnble. Because of the insecurity of the renter's tenure, social organization tend to 
be relatively weak and unstable in are&s where the tenancy rate is high. There is less 
interest in conserving land resources and in making needed improvements . · Furthermore 
absentee landlords become chiefly interested in the return from the farm, and they 
often oppose community betterment insofar &sit rnises taxes . 
Table II. Trends in Tenancy Ra.to, Number of Farms e.nd Aver.:.go Size of Fnrms in 
Year 
1940 
1930 
1920 
1910 
1900 
1890 
Tenancy Rate 
58 .2 
56.4 
54.2 
42 • .3 
34.0 
16. ~ 
Moody County, 1890-1940. 
Number of Ferms 
1,352 
1,37.3 
1,245 
1,170 
1,134 
1 057 
Avcregc Size 
238.2 
235 .2 
246.4 
263 .7 
264~2 
_ 2ll,4 
of FarI!ls 
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Figure 5, Leading Nationalities* or Farm Operators in Moody County 
by Townships , 1938 
Fremont Riverview Spr ingCreel< Ward 
Scand.37,8 Amer , 43,7 Ger , 42 ,1 Ger , 62 , 0 
Ger , 30. 5 Scand.21,8 Brit,20.0 
Jefferson Clare Flandreau Union 
Scand,40, 2 Scand,44 ,2 Brit ,l9.2 Ger , 58.1 
Brit . 20 .7 Ger . 22 .1 
Colman Egan Grovena LoneRock 
Scand , 55 ,9 Ger , 32 . 2 Scand,35 ~9 Scand.46.6 
Ger , 21 . 5 Amer . 27. 6 Amer . 28.3 Ger . 22.4 
Scand •24 , l 
Lynn Enterprise Blinsmon Alliance 
Scand. 55 ,3 Ger . 54 . 6 Scand ,63 ,2 Scand. 79.6 
Ger . 27 ,2 Scand .22,7 
* All Nationalities comprising 20% or more of 
the Farm Operators. 
Source: Fo.rm Security Records , supplemented by other sources . 
Figure 5 shows the nationality make-up of the farm population in each of the 
townships or Moody county, The Scandinavian, German, Americo.n and British mnko up 
92 , 5 percent of the farm operctors (see outside cover) . The Soandino.vians are the 
most numerous no.tionc.lity group in nine of the 16 townships in the county; the 
Germane nre more numerous in five , while the Americans have a plurality in River-
view o.nd the British in Flandreau to\Vllship. 
As previously noted , nationality background is an important rector in deter-
mining the habits , attitudes nnd customs of a group, Variations in work customs , 
in educational tro.ditions , in recreational interests, in neighborhood persistence , 
in religious beliefs and affiliations, in agricultural prnctices , in thrift and 
frugality , in progressiveness and in many ~ther customs and practices, can be par-
tially attributed to the difference in the cultural background of vari~us no.tion-
alities . It is of interest to note in Moody county where the predominate nntional-
ity is Germo.n, British or American the tennnc7 rate is highest , The Scandinavian 
is the predominnnt nationnlity in only two of the s~ven townships where 65 percert 
of the operators era renters . Another significant rel&tionship borne ~ut by this 
study is that which exists between rw..tionality and denominatlonnl preference , The 
Scendinnvians are predominantly Lutheran (77 ,6 percent)-thn.tof their native land; 
the Germans are mo.inly Lutheran or Catholic G.nd the British a.re about evenly divid-
ed between the Catholic nnd Methodist churches . The Americc.n and mixed group are 
rather evenly divided o.mong the major denomins.ti~ns , Since these groups ~re ma.de 
up of those who no longer trace their tll'.tionr..lity back to the country of origin, 
one mo.y believe that with the po.ssing cf time c.nd merging of culture patterns, 
distinct no.tionality chnro.cteristics--church preference and others--tend to dis-
appear , 
.. 
Figure 6. 
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Number of Births nnd Deaths Per 1000 of the Population 
in Moody County, 1920 - 1940 Number per 1000 
30 --------------------· 
Births per 1000 
of Population 
20 ··············~············ ··································· 
-~!\/~ · 
Deaths per 1000 
of Population 
10 ··················~----···-····························· ···················· 
0 1-------.,...---------....,....-------..-------~ 
1920 '25 '30 '35 ,40 
Source : Reports of the State Board of Heal th. 
Figure 6 shows the trend in birth and death rates in Moody county, 1920-1940. 
The two rates are approaching some degree of equality. This situation is due to 
the rapidly declining birth rate and to the fact that the death rate seems to be 
increasing slightly. The birth rate has fallen from 27 births per 1000 of the 
population in 1920 to 17. 8 births per 1000 of the population in 1940. Because the 
number of births in any given year probably does not represent fairly the prevail-
inr, level of the birth rate, a five year average for the beginning and the end of 
the period has been used for comparative purpose. For the interval 1920-1924 the 
average wa-s 24.2 births per 1000 of the population, while during 1936-1940 the 
average had dropped to .15.7 births. Since the population is gradually ageing and 
medical science has not extended the span of life, a slightly rising death rate is 
in prospect. 
The desire for a higher standard of living, coupled with a widespread know-
ledge of contraceptive measures are important factors which are pe.rtially respons-
ible for tho declining birth rate. This doclino has brought &bout e ma.rked change 
in the age distribution of the popuition. One of the major problems created by 
tho drop in the birth rcto is that of declining elementary school enrollments. Be-
tween 1920 and 1940 elementary enrollment in Moody county dropped about 50 percent, 
from 2,436 in 1920 to 1,217 in 1940. In 1940 one-half of the elementary schools 
in Mt,ody county were opera ting with less than ten pupils. While loss of 
population through migration was partially responsible for the decline in enroll-
ment, it is believed that the declining birth rate has been the chief factor. ( A 
more complete discussion of this problem may be found in Rural Sociology Pamphlet 
No. 7, Th,.Q Declining Enrollment Problem in the Elementa:rY ~chools Qf ~oodY QQwy.) 
.. 
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Figure 7. Age Distribution of the Farm Population of Moody County, 
1930 - 1938 
Percen~t----------------------------------r 
2 5 .. .................................................................................................... .. 
20 
15 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
5 
0 
Ages- 0 - 4 
Legend: 
15-24 
1930 
-.. ................................ , .................. ., ... . 
25-34 35-44 45-64 65 and over 
C:7 1938 
Source: U. s. Census Reports and Farm Security Records. 
The above chart indicates that the age distribution of the farm population 
changed considerably between 1930 and 1938--the proportion in the younger age 
groups declining and the proportion of the population in the older age groups in-
creasing. The decline in the proportion of the population from 9,9 percent to 
8.7 percent in tho 0-4 age group end from 23.3 percent to 19.1 percent in the 5-]4 
year age group, was due to the drop in the birth rato; outward migration especial-
ly of young persons; and an incre~sing number of aged due to the maturing of the 
populc.tion. The proportion of persons, aged 45-64 in tho fnrm population of Moody 
county increased from 14.J percent to 20.5 percent of the population in 1938. An 
ageing population, extension of the expectancy of life for the younger ~go groups 
and a declining number of persons in tho younger ago brackets are factors ~ospon-
sible for the incre~sod proportion in the older age groups. 
The decreasing proportion of persons in the younger age groups and the in-
creasing proportion of the population in the 0lder age groups will have a number 
of significant social consequences. The most ~ignificant result of a decreasing 
number of young persons is dwindling elementary enrollments, necessitating reorg-
anization of tho existing school structure. Since the proportion of tho aged will 
probably continue to increcse, it m~y be necessary to extend old ago assistnnce to 
a larger percent of the population. Other effects of nn increasing proportion of 
aged persons in the popul~tion will probnbly be u lessening of population mobili-cy; 
nn incrccse in church membership; and n greater conservatism in t~ota and public 
opinion. 
It should be borne in mind th~t Figure 7 sh~ws the ~ge distribution only for 
the farm population of Mondy county. Tho Gge distributiaB arc more marked ·in town 
and villc.ge. According to tho 1930 census the prc,p0rti0n of persrns over 65 years 
of age was almost three times as largo in the town popul:~tion cs in the f~rm pop-
ulc. tion of the stc.. to. On tho r,thcr hcnd the towns with a luwer birth ra to ho. ve u 
smeller proportion of the populntion in the younr,er age groups. The prcpondercnce 
of old people in tcwns is p':'.rtinlly duo to the fact thnt the town is cc,nvcmiont 
tl.nd rcthcr inexpensive place in which to retire. 
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Figure 8. Males Per 100 Females in the Fa.rm Population of Moody County, 
Number 1915, 1925, 1930, 1935, nnd 1938 
12 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................................ -.. -.... -.. . 
120 ... · 
115 ... 
110 ... 
105 ····· 
1915 1925 1930 1935 1938 
Source: u. s. and Stato Census Reports, and Farm Security Records. 
A high ratio of males to females is always characteristic of predominantly 
rural areas. The farm population contains a larger proportion of males than fe-
males because farm work is essentially a man's occupation. Single men are more 
likeiy to be farm operators than are single women. The hiring of male farm labor-
ers also tends to increase the proportion of males in farming areas. With approx-
imately 73 percent (1930) of its gainfully employed male population engaged in 
agricultural pursuits, it is not surprising to find more males in the Moody county 
population than females. A high ratio of males to fernales w&s true in Moody coun-
ty in pioneer days, when many of the settlers were young unattached males. With 
the passing of the settlement period, the sex ratio has tended to become more 
equal. Iri the farm population the sex ratio decreased from 123.4 in 1915 to 113.5 
in 1938 (see Figure 8). 
A reduction in the number of foreign-born has automatically tended to equal-
ize the sex ratio, since it is the foreign-born segment of the population which 
has by far the largest ratio of males to females. The declining proportion of 
persons engaged in agriculture and the growth of towns has also tended to reduce 
the sex ratio. 
In the towns of Moody county there is a trend toward more women than men. In 
1925 there were 100.9 males per 100 females in Moody county towns. In 1935 there 
wore 98.4 males per 100 females. Tho towns attract n larger number of women and 
girls because of the greater number of opportunities for employment. This is more 
evident in Flandreau whore the sex ratio wns 93.9 in 1935, than in the smaller 
towns of the county. 
The trend toward cqU£Llity in the sex ratio is desirable, since it will prob-
ably lead to a greater number of normal families, reduce excessive mobility, and 
introduce more cultural refinements into the life of the community. 
.. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. The loss of farm population in Moody county during the past decade has 
been accompanied by an increase in the size of farm units. This trend 
seems to be a healthy one, pointing to a better man-land adjustment. 
2. The increasing tenancy rate constitutes both an economic and a social 
problem. Economically, tenancy, because of the usual short term lease, 
makes for a lack of responsibility on the i:art of the tenant which is 
reflected in mining of the soil and abuse of farm buildings. From a 
social standpoint, all organizations tend to be weaker and more un-
stable in tenant dominated areas than in localities where owners pre-
dominate. There is nothing inheritantly evil in tenancy itself but 
rather in the usual way in which it is administered. The policy of 
short term leases is undoubtedly the worst feature of tenancy as it 
now exists. It is felt that long term leases of the sliding-scale type 
would do much to alleviate the present social problem caused by ten-
ancy. 
3. Although the proportion of the foreign-born in Moody county is declin-
ing, nationality culture patterns continue to influence the lives of 
those of foreign descent. This is particularly true with respect to 
the family, neighborhood groups and church preference. The existence, 
distribution, and characteristics of various nationality groups with-
in the county should not be overlooked in any program of le.nd use 
planning. It is particularly important to have adequate represent-
ation from each nationality group on the planning committee. 
4. The falling birth rate has resulted in a declining number or· persons 
in the lower age groups, with consequent reduction in elemllntary en-
rollments. Because of the excessive per pupil costs for operating 
schools for only a few pupils, declining enrollment has recently been 
recognized as a real problem. Several suggestions for the solution of 
this problem are offered in tho Rural Sociology Pamphlet Number 7, The 
Declining Enrollment Problem in the Schools of Moody County, 
Ageing of the population, a low dee.th rate, and a decrease in the num-
ber of persons in the younger age groups through the operation of a 
lower birth rate and outward migration of younger people have resulted 
in a considerable increase in the proportion of persons in the older 
age brackets. As a high percentage of these persons are without fin-
ancial resources, it nppears likely that the number of persons needing 
old age assistance will increase. Attention should also be given to 
the building of more, smaller, and cheaper apartments to accommodate 
old people; to the prevention of diseases that afflict the aged, and 
to providing leisure time activities and facilities for oldsters. 
5. The number of males per 100 females seems to be approaching equality 
in the farm population of Moody county. This is probably a healthy 
condition since the trend toward equality in the sex rntio will tend 
to increase the number of normal families; retard excessive mcbility; 
and introduce more refineDents into everydny life. 
